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Co-owner Mark Mescall is refurbishing the Liberty. Theater in Camas. 
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Theatér to reopen in Camas 


By WENDY REIF 
The Columbian 

CAMAS = A Clark College instruc- 
or and a former student in his film 
ippreciation. class are refurbishing 
the 1928 Liberty Theater here. 

Art teacher “Warren Dunn and 
‘ormer Moyer Theater projectionist 
Vlark Méscall plan ‘to reseat, repaint, 
-eplaster-and renovate’ the: lobby of “ 
he decrepit theater in 1920s decor. 

“People are going to come from all . 
yver to see the decor,” said Mescall, 
who: will_be: the: working partner of” - 
he pair. “This is going to.beclass.” 

Once a- Saturday matinee-mecea ~ 
‘or the children of Camas, the’theater | 
jas fallen into: disrepair ane been 
yacantforafewmonths: —. 

Meseall said he hopes to. openeit 
igain by May witha fare’ “of fammly 
movies, as well as classies. Saturdays 
they expect to:start the etter off — 
with old-fashioned serials.’ ” 


Since the sign ‘anneameing: the-new =| 
management - went up ‘on. nasa mar- . 


now soon it will reope pen, ips: 
I Fo ak oa off fering ng 


the: Blue: Parrot Theater and musical 


grou Ips. 

‘Six Sows “BE: seats will ie taken out 
to extend the stage. - 

“If Grandma Wilson’has 20 piano 
students and wants to have a recital, 
she’ can come and use the Liberty 

instead of having 100 people in. her 
living room,” he said. 

Ticket p rices ‘will be $2. for adults, 
$1.50 for children and senior citizens. 


Monday night'shows will be $1. 


‘In the week since Dunn and Mescall 
“bought. the theater; all the seats have 


“been removed: and assorted dusty 
-relics.collected from throwghe™ the. 


400-seat theater. » 


It’s ironic that; at the sane time the, 


city is burying | a time:capsule “I'm 


digging one-up,” said Mescall. ‘He has * 


uncovered everything from a $1-one- 
month electricity bill from 1938 to a 


1940 -roll of Crown Zellerbach paper 


weel:. 


jector Penk and 
Pepa’ Lit Signs — 
“ine the: basement 
ped. 


fi from ‘the 


“movie musetim, wi 


in the Opentiesnight the owners } 
o Tails and tux” affair,-co 


to: set up an old 
antique equip- 
ment, books and other assorted items 
they have found. 

‘The entire theater “is “like a 


The viii ho 


“standing “museum,” Meseall said. 
‘Wall’ paintings ‘with a Spanish flair, 


left over from the. days when the 


- ‘theater was called the Grenada, will 
‘be replaced with scenes from Cas- 


balanca:and Beau Geste. 
The foyer and restrooms: will be 


“redone: seats will be reupholstered in 


royal blue and Ht ha thé marquee 
will be spruced up® and li jgraphs of 
oldtime ‘movie stars” ‘adorn the 
walls, which presently” ‘are: ‘painted 
turquoise. 

To hélp raise -money~ ‘for the 
renovation’ project and generate’ in- 
terest in the theater, the owners soon 
will be selling ceramic tile stars that 
people can have their nmames- in- 
scribed on. The $20 and $50 stars will 
be displayed in the theater's entrance 
or foyer. 


e all the, local -dig 
ate ‘with 


mple 


~ champagnesand ‘searchlight, Mescall 


